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Surveillance 

capitalism 

unilaterally claims 

human experience as 

free raw 
material for 

translation into 

behavioral 
data.
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Surveillance 

capitalism  

is not 
technology

Surveillance 

capitalism is a 

market 
form that is 

unimaginable 

outside the 

digital milieu,

but it is not 
the same 

as the 

“digital.”



Google invented 

and perfected 

surveillance 
capitalism

in much 

the 

same 
way 

that a 

century 

ago

General 
Motors

invented 

and 

perfected

managerial 
capitalism.



Much of this 

new work is 

accomplished 

under the 

banner of 

perso-

nali-

zation, 

a camouflage 

for aggressive 
extraction 

operations

that  

mine the 

intimate 
depths of 

everyday life.

The Age of 
Surveillance 
Capitalism

by Shoshana Zuboff 

book, 704 pages



the less 
accurate 

these machine 

learning systems 

become due to 

user 
disruption,

the more 

costly 

they are,

and the 

less 
likely 

they are to 

be relied 

upon.



We are under no 
obligation to 

honestly train these 

models.

If regimes of 

algorithmic 
discipline are 

implemented without 

our consent,

we will need a 

toolbox of 
resistance 

that can directly 

disrupt their 

effectiveness.

Monkeywrenching 
the Machine

by Francis Tseng

article, logicmag.io



There’s a whole 

political 
economy 

that runs on 

asymmetries 

of information

as a form of 

control.



your job is to 

train a 
machine

to know what the 

“human” is

when seen 

entirely from 

the 

perspective of 

con-

suming.



I call the 

emerging 

ruling 
class

the 

vectoralist 

class,

because their 

class power 

derives from

ownership and 

control of the 

vector of 
information.

Capital is dead

by McKenzie Wark

Book, 208 pages



Invisible 
forms of 
power are 

circulating 

all around us,

circumscribing 

and sorting us

into invisible 

cells that 
confine us



Predictions do 

much more than 

present us with a 

probable outcome,

they 

enact 

the future.

Uncertainty 

is presented as 

an information 

problem

that can be 

overcome with 

comprehensive 
data 
collection



When power operates 

through 

automated and 
self-regulating 

circuits, 

the removal of 

the subjective 

element makes it

all the more 

difficult

to concep- 
tualize our 

challenge.



Although the 
language of 

risk
has replaceD 
the language 

of race,

both 

algorithmic 
policing 

and risk-adjusted 
finance merely 
code

racial 
inequality 

as risk.

Carceral Capitalism

by Jackie Wang

Book, 360 pages



Obfuscation 

is the production 

of noise 

modeled on an 

existing signal

in order to make 

a collection of 

data 

more ambiguous

confusing

harder to exploit

more difficult 

to act on

and therefore 

less 
valuable.



filling a 
channel with 

noise
Blending 
genuine and 
artificial 
search 
inquiries

making 
patterns to 

trick a 
trained 
observer

many people 
under one 

name, many 
people in 
one outfit

requests 
on 

behalf 
of others hiding 

speech 
in speech

Obfuscation: A User's Guide for 
Privacy and Protest

by Finn Brunton & Helen 
Nissenbaum

Book, 136 pages



PRAXIS.NYC /study
is a sandbox and sparring ground 
for deepening our understanding 
of the world ahead.

With seminal topics and diverse 
authors, we interrogate and 
develop our disparate and shared 
practices unto resistance. 

Anthopocene is our threat model.
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“When education is not liberating, 
the dream of the oppressed is to 
become the oppressor”

Paulo Freire


